The aetiology of adenitis after BCG vaccination is probably multifactorial and related to the dose and potency of the vaccine and the depth of the injection. The St Lucian study suggested that high potency vaccine was the cause of the problem but inadequate mixing of the freeze dried vaccine may also be a factor. This would lead to some infants receiving a high dose and others a low dose.
No new cases have arisen in St Lucia since changing back to a lower potency vaccine and in Dominica there have been no new cases in those health districts that are delaying vaccination until after infancy.
In St Lucia three patients had an incision and drainage of abscesses and 8 had spontaneous rupture of abscesses. No chemotherapy was given, though others would recommend a course of isoniazid to attempt to avoid softening or to expedite healing after spontaneous 
